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SUBJECT: BLUE HOUSE BUGGING: PRESS COVERAGE 
REE: SEOUL 2726 (DTG 040820Z APR 78) 

1. HEADLINES AND/OR FRONTPAGE COVERAGE TO AMB SNEIDER/FORMIN 
MEETING OF 4/6. MOST PRESS REPORT FORMIN DEMANDED EXPLANATION 
OF BUGGING ISSUE AND ISSUED WARNING TO AMB SNEIDER THAT ROKG 
WILL EXPLORE COUNTER-MEASURES. ALSO REPORT ROKG INSTRUCTED 
ROK EMBASSY/WASH TO CONDUCT INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION. TONGA 
ILBO SAYS "IT APPEARS AMB SNEIDER REPEATED U.S. POSITION 

NOT TO COMMENT ON INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES, BUT ALSO REPEATED 
THERE WAS NO SUCH EAVESDROPPING." KYONG-HYANG SHINMUN REPORTED 
IT "HAS BECOME KNOWN" FORMIN HANDED MEMO TO U.S. SIDE DEMANDING 
"A PROPER AND CONVINCING EXPLANATION" OF BUGGING ISSUE. 

2. PRESS CARRIES OP WIRE REPORT QUOTING CIA SPOKESMAN PETERSON 
SAYING "U.S. CIA HAS NOT BUGGED THE BLUE HOUSE". REPORT 
CONTINUES THAT WHEN PETERSON WAS QUERIED AS TO WHETHER OR 
NOT HIS STATEMENT INCLUDED EAVESDROPPING BY TAPING, 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES, AND ALL OTHER POSSIBLE MEANS, HE 
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REPLIED, "I CANNOT COMMENT ANY FURTHER BEYOND WHAT I 
JUST SAID". 

3. CHUNGANG ILBO WASH CORRESPONDENT REPORTS FORMER AMB 
PORTER REEUSED REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW SAYING, "THERE IS 
NOTHING I CAN ADD TO WHAT I SAID IN THE BCS INTERVIEW". 

RESPONDING TO CORRESPONDENT'S CONTINUED QUERY, PORTER IS 
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QUOTED, "MY REPLY IS NO COMMENT". CORRESPONDENT ADDS 
PORTER REEUSED TO ANSWER QUESTION CONCERNING FROM WHOM 
HE HEARD THE STORY ABOUT BLUE HOUSE BUGGING. SAME 
CORRESPONDENT QUOTES FORMER AMB BROWN BY TELEPHONE 
INTERVIEW, "I KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THAT INCIDENT". 

4. CHUNGANG ILBO FRONTPAGE COMMENTARY DEMANDS (I) TRUTH 
MUST BE REVEALED, (2) APOLOGY DUE, AND (3) GUARANTEE 
AGAINST EURTHER OCCURRENCES. 

5. SEOUL SINMUN QUOTES A MOFA OFFICIAL, "THIS ISSUE IS 
DIFEICULT TO SETTLE UNTIL U.S. SIDE PRESENTS AN EXPLANA- 
TION SUEFICIENT TO CONVINCE THE KOREANPEOPLE; HOWEVER, 

NO DETAILED COUNTER-MEASURES SUCH AS CALLING FORMER 
AMB PORTER TO TESTIFY IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAS BREN 
DECIDED AND SUCH METHOD REALISTICALLY IS NOT EEASIBLE". 

6. COMMENT: GIVEN TIMING OF AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON 
FOREIGN MINISTER (1 1:00 AM), AFTERNOON PRESS STORIES 
WERE CLEARLY WRITTEN BEEORE MOFA BRIEFING ON THAT 
MEETING WAS AVAILABLE. 

SNEIDER 
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